
Consider a possible morning routine. Perhaps yours. 
 

Where and how does LAW come into the picture, even 
before you walk into your first class? 

 

 ,ÅÔȭÓ ÓÔÁÒÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÓ ÙÏÕ ×ÁËÅ ÕÐȢȢȢ 



Breakfast finished, you head out to catch the bus for school. 
 

The School bus  must pass a provincial Government Motor 
Vehicle Branch test before it can be used. 

 

The bus driver  ÍÕÓÔ ÈÁÖÅ Á ÖÁÌÉÄ ÃÌÁÓÓ Ϋ ÏÒ ά ÄÒÉÖÅÒȭÓ ÌÉÃÅÎÃÅ 
before they can drive it. 

 



Imagine driving a car if there were no rules of the road... 

You could dive on any side. Stop or go as you pleased. 
Ignore all traffic lights and signs. Drive at any speed. 

)ÔȭÓ ÁÌÌ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÁÓ ÌÏÎÇ ÁÓ ÙÏÕȭÒÅ ÔÈÅ ÏÎÌÙ ÏÎÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÒÏÁÄȢ !ÄÄ 
a few hundred more people and it would be  
terrifying. Getting home alive would be a miracle. 



Because most of modern 
Europe was once part 
of the Roman empire, 
most European 
countries have laws 
based on Roman Law. 
 

Canada inherited its 
legal traditions from its 
two colonizing nations,  
England and France. 
 

 

 

 



 

Trials were also rather brutal. Trial by ordeal or Trial by combat 
were often used. 

 

In trial by combat, the person not killed was declared just. In 
ordeals there was not really any way to win... 

 

 

 

 



Therefore, Common 
Law is: 
 

·Law applying to the 
whole nation. 
 

·Law based on 
customs and past 
legal decisions. 
 

·Law that is followed 
by all lower court 
judges.  
 

·Case law. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 



The power of the Canadian Government was reduced and fenced 
off by the Charter. The power of the supreme court was vastly 
increased. 
 

Concrete new protections:  very strict rules on the police use of 
wiretaps and surveillance;  use of force in an arrest greatly limited;  
high speed chases restricted;  personal searches only with just 
cause.  
 



National vs International Law 
 
International Law are laws of the 
world; set up by the United 
Nations; primarily for relations 
between various nations. 
 
Usually does not concern internal  
government. 
  
 


